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Local Residents Vie for Title of “Maestro” for MSO Fundraiser 

MIDLAND - As part of its fundraising efforts for programming and educational growth, the Midland 

Symphony Orchestra (MSO) of Midland Center for the Arts has announced the launch of its 2nd annual 

“Maestro Wannabe” contest along with the names of the four contestants, all residents of Midland: Jenny 

Anderson of the Midland Daily News; Etcyl Blair, chemist and violinist; Marty McGuire of Dow Gardens; 

and Bob Stafford of Chemical Bank.   

Each contestant is vying for the opportunity to be “Maestro” and, after a brief coaching session, conduct the 

MSO in playing at its February 14, 2009 performance. The contest begins November 1, 2008 and continues 

through January 30, 2009. The contestants are to garner votes at the cost of $1 each from members of the 

community through their choice of promotional tactics: posters, letters, phone campaigns and media 

appearances to name a few. The person with the most votes, that is, who raises the most dollars, wins. 

Supporters are encouraged to “vote early and often” for their favorite candidate. Periodic updates on the 

candidates’ progress will be posted on the Midland Center for the Arts web site, mcfta.org, and voting boxes 

will also be available in the auditorium lobby at MSO concerts. 

The Contestants: 

Jenny Anderson has served as Vice President/Publisher of the Midland Daily News since 2004. Jenny’s 

newspaper career spans 28 years and includes four years as publisher of the Huron Daily Tribune in Bad 

Axe, Michigan. In 2000, she was promoted to become the first female publisher of a Hearst Corporation 

newspaper. Jenny received her BBA from Northwood University and was honored last year as a recipient of 

the 2007 Northwood University’s Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award. She is past president of Michigan 

Newspapers Inc. and serves on the boards of the Michigan Press Association and the Inland Press 

Association, located in Chicago. Locally, she serves as past president of Shelterhouse and currently serves or 

has served on the boards of Junior Achievement, the Downtown Development Authority, United Way, Visiting 

Nurses, and the Midland Economic Development Commission (Midland Tomorrow). She also served as 

president of the Midland Music Society in 1998. In 1986, Jenny was awarded Midland Downtown Business 

Association’s Business Person of the Year and was honored in 1996 as a Woman of Distinction for Midland 

County. In her spare time, Jenny has appeared in over a dozen musicals at Midland Center for the Arts 

including Oliver, which was the inaugural production in 1971 at the Center. Her latest role was that of the 

Wicked Witch in the Wizard of Oz. She is the proud mother of William Horton Jr. and Blain Christopher 

Anderson, and recently took on the very special role of grandmother to Liam. 

Etcyl Blair is a chemist, former Dow researcher, and an accomplished violinist. Before retiring from The 

Dow Chemical Company in 1986, Blair’s 35-year career with Dow spanned numerous functions from 

laboratory researcher to laboratory director (E. C. Britton Lab.), to Global Research Director for Dow’s 



Agricultural Products Department, Global Research Director for the Ag-Organics Department and lastly as 

Vice President and Director for Health and Environmental Sciences. Etcyl credits his father’s passion for 

fiddling and the strong music programs in his hometown of Winfield, Kansas for getting him started as “a 

music nut,” as he calls himself. As a young chemist, Blair began his association with the MSO in 1951 

playing violin in what was then the Dow Music Department Orchestra, which later became the Midland 

Symphony Orchestra. Together with his wife Ruth, he has been a generous contributing subscriber ever 

since. Etcyl has served on the MSO Board, MATRIX: MIDLAND Board, was elected to the MSO Honorary 

Board, and has also worked with United Way. 

Marty McGuire joined Dow Gardens in his current position as Managing Director in May, 2007. He was born 

and raised in Mt. Pleasant and received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from Central Michigan 

University. After graduating from CMU in 1975, he took a job as Community Education and Recreation 

Director at Hart Public Schools. He then moved to Midland to become the city's recreation supervisor in 

1977, and moved on to be assistant director of parks and recreation. He was named Director in 1985 and in 

1992 that position was combined with the head of the department of Public Works and McGuire became 

Director of Public Services. McGuire is also active within the community serving as president of the Midland 

Rotary Club, on the board of directors for the Michigan Baseball Foundation and Downtown Development 

Authority. He is a charter member of the Midland Blooms Committee and has served as chair and is a 

current member of the Selection Committee for the U.S. Olympic Softball Team..   

Bob Stafford of Chemical Bank has over 20 years of banking experience while working in both the Retail 

and Commercial areas. A graduate of Saginaw Valley State University and Delta College he also graduated 

from the Consumers Bankers Association Graduate School of Retail Bank Management from the University of 

Virginia. Bob has also been teaching commercial banking at Northwood University for the past 8 years. 

The Midland Symphony Orchestra (MSO) offers a six-concert season featuring renowned guest artists. 

Providing mid-Michigan with continuous symphonic music since 1936, the MSO also sponsors educational 

opportunities through its touring ensembles in the schools, Community Orchestra, chamber concerts, Tunes 

for Tots, a summer outdoor event, prelude lectures, scholarships, music appreciation programs and guest 

artist master classes and residencies.   

Midland Center for the Arts, Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation formed under the laws of the State 

of Michigan incorporating six groups: Alden B. Dow Museum of Science and Art, MATRIX:MIDLAND, Midland 

County Historical Society, Midland Symphony Orchestra, Music Society and Theatre Guild. Activities at the 

Midland Center for the Arts are supported in part by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, a 

partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. For the latest Center news, visit our web site at 

www.mcfta.org.     
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