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MSO “Maestro Wannabe” Winner Announced 

 
MIDLAND – A winner of the Midland Symphony Orchestra (MSO) “Maestro Wannabe Contest” fundraiser has 

been declared. MSO managing director Kimberly Dimond today announced that Saginaw Valley State 

University president Eric Gilberston came in first place, having raised the most funds. The other 

contestants were Jean Goodnow, president of Delta College, and Keith Pretty, president and chief 

executive officer of Northwood University. Total funds raised were about $4,800, according to Dimond. 

As the winner, “Maestro” Gilbertson conducts the MSO in playing the Radetzky March at its February 2 

performance at 8 p.m. at Midland Center for the Arts. The contest was announced September, 29, 2007 as 

part of a fundraising effort by the MSO for programming and educational growth opportunities. The deadline, 

originally set for January 25, 2008, was extended five days to January 30, 2008. 

The contestants were to garner votes at the cost of $1 each from members of the community through their 

choice of promotional tactics: posters, letters, phone campaigns, and media appearances. The person with 

the most votes, that is, who raised the most dollars, would be the winner. Supporters were encouraged to 

“vote early and often” for their favorite candidate. For more information, contact Kimberly Dimond at 631-

5930, ext. 1502 or email dimond@mcfta.org. 

The Contestants: 

Eric R. Gilbertson, president of Saginaw Valley State University since 1989, earned a Juris Doctorate 

degree (with honors) from Cleveland State University. He holds a masters of arts in economics from Ohio 

University and a bachelor of science degree from Bluffton College (Ohio). Prior to his arrival at SVSU, Dr. 

Gilbertson served as president of Johnson State College (Vermont), was legal counsel to the Ohio Board of 

Regents, and was executive assistant to the president of Ohio State University. Dr. Gilbertson has traveled 

and lectured extensively in Asia. In 1993 he received an Honorary Doctor of Literature Degree from the 

University of Mysore, Karnataka, India, and in 2007 was named an honorary citizen of the City of 

Tokushima, Japan. He is also involved in many professional and civic organizations. 

Jean Goodnow, Ph.D., president of Delta College, earned a B.A. in sociology, an M.A. in rehabilitation 

counseling, and a Ph.D. in higher education administration from the University of Iowa. In addition, she has 

completed post-graduate studies at Harvard University. Before joining Delta College in 2005, Dr. Goodnow 

was president of Illinois Valley Community College (IVCC) in Oglesby, Illinois (1996-2005) where she earned 

a reputation for innovation in technology, career programs and community involvement. She is a member of 

the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce Business and Educational Partnership, the Board of Directors of Midland 

Tomorrow, the MidMichigan Health Corporate Board, the Tri-County Economics Club, the Saginaw Valley 



Torch Club, and an Honorary Member of the Saginaw Bay Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors. She and 

her husband Steve have one son, John. In her spare time, she enjoys golf, genealogy and roses. 

Keith Pretty, president and chief executive officer of Northwood University, earned a bachelor of science 

degree in education from Western Michigan University and a juris doctor degree from Thomas Cooley Law 

School in Lansing. He joined Northwood University in September, 2006 after having served as president for 

seven years at Walsh College in Troy, Michigan. Prior to Walsh he was vice president for external affairs, 

general counsel at Western Michigan University and president and CEO of the Western Michigan University 

Foundation. In the private sector, Pretty held governmental affairs positions with Amoco Corporation and 

became senior Washington representative. Former Michigan Governor John Engler appointed Pretty to design 

a state department of Career Development that matched Michigan’s educational resources to its business 

needs.   

The Midland Symphony Orchestra (MSO) offers a six-concert season featuring renowned guest artists. 

Providing mid-Michigan with continuous symphonic music since 1936, the MSO also sponsors educational 

opportunities through its touring ensembles in the schools, Community Orchestra, chamber concerts, Tunes 

for Tots, a summer outdoor event, prelude lectures, scholarships, music appreciation programs and guest 

artist master classes and residencies.   

Midland Center for the Arts, Inc. is a non-profit, tax-exempt corporation formed under the laws of the State 

of Michigan incorporating six groups: Alden B. Dow Museum of Science and Art, MATRIX:MIDLAND, Midland 

County Historical Society, Midland Symphony Orchestra, Music Society and Theatre Guild. Activities at the 

Midland Center for the Arts are supported in part by the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, a 

partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts. For the latest Center news, visit our web site at 

www.mcfta.org.     
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